
Re-Entry: the last phase of the program, when stu-
dents move from the “lecture” to the “lab” phase of
Teen Challenge. This is the time when students
begin to put to use the tools that the Lord has
instilled in their lives. There are many trials, and
many victories, as they begin to walk through LIFE!
This is an example of a students life as he moves
through this phase.

DAY # 1
WOW, I am on my way to Re-Entry! I can not
believe my time is over at the Iowa Training Center.
I am overwhelmed by feelings of excitement and
apprehension for what is out in front of me. Again I
am being reminded that God has a lot in store for
me. I AM READY! DAY # 2

I got in late last night and have come downstairs to
the smell of COFFEE and the wonderful sound of
peace and quiet. I realize that most of the other stu-
dents have already left for their jobs. Today I am
going to go through orientation and begin the
process of getting settled in. I am excited to go out
and find a new church to attend. Although I am a lit-
tle nervous about getting involved in a ministry, I
know that it is something I need to do.
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SET FREE! — A Testimony of Hope
I am a 67 year old professional man who, on
December 10, 2007, completed Teen Challenge. I
grew up in Chicago, the only son of a white collar,
middle class family. My family is Catholic therefore I
was baptized as an infant, went to Catholic grade
school, Catholic high school, and a Catholic universi-
ty. My Catholic faith is important to me. Addiction,
whether drug or alcohol, was not part of my world. I
went through six years of college and only remember
drinking alcohol four or five
times. That all changed after
graduation.

I graduated with a degree in
pharmacy and began practice
in 1964. When I first began
going out with my co-workers
for a beer after work, it started
with just a few drinks. As my
drinking increased my behav-
ior took a turn for the worst. My
wife would say that she often
felt like she was walking on
egg shells around me because
of never knowing what mood I
would be in. My behavior
became ugly and my moodiness and extreme temper
caused many arguments and fights. Each one ended
with me promising to get better and to not let that hap-
pen again. Things got so bad that I came home one
evening to find that, at my parents urging, my wife and
three children had gone to my parent's home in
Chicago to get away from me. I wish I could say that I
turned my life around at that point, but that didn't hap-
pen. I was an alcoholic.

I continued to abuse alcohol for another 17 years. As
I look back now, even through the years of being a
Christian in name only, God was lovingly calling me to
follow Him. I did finally stop drinking after my wife said
she would put a big sign in the window of our drug-
store that said "your prescriptions are being filled by a
drunk." I remained sober for 16 years. During those
years the alcohol was gone but my unacceptable
behavior remained. Looking back, there were three
clear, distinct times that God was trying to get my
attention. Each time Jesus called me and asked me to
walk with Him, my addictions got in the way. I say
addictions because my anger and rage were as
strong addictions as alcohol.

I never went back to alcohol, instead I changed to pre-
scription narcotic pain meds. I have osteoarthritis and
told myself I needed the narcotics to relieve the con-
stant pain. Deep inside I knew that was not true. I had
unlimited access to whatever drugs I needed. When
the supply was running low I just ordered more. The
shortages were discovered and my addiction became
public. Now my wife and family realized that my errat-
ic behavior had not been dementia or a brain tumor as

everyone thought. I was an
addict who was stoned most of
the time. I had to surrender my
pharmacy license and a felony
warrant was issued for my
arrest.

I entered a secular rehab pro-
gram for about a year. The
problem was that secular
rehab did not address the root
of my problem. I felt like I didn't
like the way God made me. So
I chose to use alcohol or nar-
cotics to change what God
made.

The Teen Challenge program in Colfax, Iowa was sug-
gested to me, but at my age, the idea of making a 15
month commitment seemed overwhelming. But, if that
was the only thing that would heal me and bring my
wife and family back, I would try it. It wasn't until a
morning chapel service 3 or 4 months into the pro-
gram that the Lord was able to break through my stub-
bornness and pride. I had to admit to myself that my
arthritis had nothing to do with my narcotic usage. I
was an addict. It was necessary to put all my pride
behind me and accept who I was and that God loved
me no matter what. That's when the healing began.
My relationship with Jesus became personal.

It brings tears to my eyes to know that I can be hon-
est with Jesus and with myself…no matter what, and
He will always love me. There is such a freedom in
truth. As I leave the Omaha Re-entry program, I leave
knowing that there will always be struggles ahead, but
with my relationship with Jesus and the tools I learned
at Teen Challenge, the future is built on a strong foun-
dation with God at the center.

DAY # 15
The last few weeks have been a time of adjustment
and preparation for for what is ahead. I am going to
be honest and say that there have been struggles,
and Satan has really tried to tempt me away from
the will of God. In our Sunday night fellowship with
the Director last week, we pressed each other to be
accountable. We know that our daily walk with Christ

must be our first priority! The staff here are really
pushing us to make sure we are in a state of
absolute surrender to the Lord.

DAY# 41
I asked for prayer last night during our group meet-
ing for my first day of work. I have made it through
the first half of the day and realize that this is going
to be a lot tougher then I expected. I know that my
old self would start thinking about running. I also
realize that God is stronger then any feelings of fear
or insecurity, he is stronger then any struggle I am
ever going to face. The Lord is with me, and I am
finally going to walk something out to the finish.

DAY # 55
Well, I am really struggling to get along with a cou-
ple of the other students. There are so many differ-
ent personalities in the house and it is hard to allow
Christ to live through me every single day. Some
days it is hard to see a few of the other brothers
struggling and drifting away from the Lord. This
drives me even more to press in and ask the Lord to
continue molding me into the man of God that he
desires me to be. One of the things I look forward to
is attending my church weekly. They have really
accepted me into the body and I am excited about
how the Lord is using me to touch others.

DAY # 60
I am learning to be responsible with my finances
through our budget training and financial course. I
am beginning to see the Lord is blessing me with
more when I am faithful with little. I have never kept
a budget or thought about my future. However it is
very rewarding to be able to give the control of my
finances over to the Lord. At first I didn't see the
need for keeping an accurate budget or being
accountable with all of my receipts, but I now see
how important it is to be responsible in this area.
One thing that is different now, is that I am at peace
about my future.

To be continued...
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Do you have an old, unwanted vehicle? Whether
it’s running or not, we’ll take it!

For the last few years, our Teen Challenge pro-
grams in Iowa have been using their vehicle dona-
tion program to help finance the ministry, and now
Nebraska’s Vehicle Donation program is up and
running. We’re excited to see how God will bless
the ministry and how He will bless our donors as
they give. Also see inserted advertisement.

Please call Michael Hunsberger at 402-551-2322
or m.hunsberger@tcmid.org for more information
about how you can donate a vehicle.
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