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Re-Entry Program: a Launching Pad

When a student comes to Teen Challenge of the
Midlands, they spend roughly nine months at our
Colfax Training Center. After this extremely
structured phase of the program, students are then
promoted to our Re-Entry
Center which is located in
Omaha, Nebraska. The
purpose of the Re-Entry
phase of the program is to
assist students in making the
transition from a highly
disciplined environment to
an environment  which
requires self-discipline. Re-
Entry is a time of practicing
the principles that have been
taught at the Colfax Center.
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Re-Entry House, Omaha, NE

Bob Brown, former student

and current staff member at the Re-Entry Center
says, "In Re-entry we learn how to connect back
with the rest of society as a Christian and how not
to be influenced by non-believers in the workplace,
marketplace, etc." Bob felt that the Re-Entry
Program was the most important part of the
program for him. He said that during the first nine
months he was given the tools he needed, and
during the Re-Entry Program, he then had a place
to learn to use them properly.

During their time in the Re-Entry Program, the men
are encouraged and taught how to develop new
patterns of thinking and responding to real life.
This is accomplished in many ways, including
working a full-time job outside of
Teen Challenge, church
involvement, financial integrity,
and personal responsibility.

Teen Challenge's Re-entry
Program has been compared to
the flight deck of a major aircraft
carrier. The students are the
planes. During the nine or more
months of their Induction and
Training Phases, these students
have been protected in the hull of
the ship. They have been protected
from the heat of day and the storms
that come their way. Through the Holy Spirit, our
staff members, the mechanics, have been working
on these planes, getting them prepared for flight.
Only after these months of protection and
preparation, the plane is loaded onto the ship's
elevator and taken up to the flight deck. In Re-
entry, the students are tested to see if they'll be
able to fly. The Re-Entry Program is a launching
pad.

New Generator Installed!

3E, Electrical Engineering & Equipment Company of Des Moines has
contributed toward the purchase of a brand new generator for Teen
Challenge of the Midlands' Colfax Training Center! The generator was
installed in May, and we are so excited. The new generator will power
our kitchen, including the walk-in freezer and refrigerator, which will
save our food supply in the event of a power outage. In addition to 3E's
contribution, Tesdell Electric of Des Moines donated the installation
labor, and Ziegler Caterpillar of Des Moines donated two transfer
switches. Thank you, Jesus, for your provision!



Set Free: A Testimony of God’s Saving Grace

| am twenty-two years old. My parents divorced
when | was very young due to my father's drug
and alcohol addiction. Shortly after their divorce,
my mother remarried, and | was adopted. | was
around seven years old, and it was not an easy
process for me to accept a new adult into

my life. My new family was caring,
loving, and provided everything |
ever needed or wanted. My
parents loved God, and | was
raised in the church. | was
obedient most of my life until |
reached my teenage years.
At this time | began to loose
focus on God, and | was
focused on money and
became very greedy. |
wanted to do things my way. |
started listening to the wrong
types of music and drinking ¥
when | was fifteen. | lost all “{
respect for authority, and when |
turned sixteen | began smoking
marijuana.

My parents discovered the things | was covering
up and decided to send me to a boarding school
against my will. It was the worst thing | had ever
experienced. | became very angry with my
parents and myself, and | was holding onto a lot
of bitterness. | felt like my parents were
abandoning me. It truly wounded me when | was
sent away to school, but | prevailed and
graduated. It bettered my relationship with my
parents, and my focus was turned to school
instead of music and partying.

| decided to enroll in college. While | was in
college, | was still experiencing the deep pain
that lead me to those rebellious behaviors when
| was fifteen. | began drinking again to mask the
pain, and my sinful nature took over again. |
dropped out of college by this time and tried to
make up for some lost high school years. My
alcohol caused me to be involved in several car
accidents and a motorcycle accident that nearly
took my life. | was arrested several times in a
short period of time and finally hit rock bottom. |
went to my parents for help, and they told me
about this place called Teen Challenge.

At this point in my life | hated God and wanted
nothing to do with Him. Religion just wasn't an
option for me. | was full of pride and felt like my
parents were denying me. | felt like they just
wanted to put me away somewhere. | just wasn't
ready to give up the things of the world that
were comforting to me. | turned back
towards the bars and music for
acceptance and this lead my life into
drugs again. | tried using
marijuana, crystal meth, cocaine,
and ecstasy. Nothing was filling
the void. | was hanging out with
the wrong crowd, and a few
times | was put into some bad
predicaments. | could have
been killed several times, and it
is only by God's mercy and
grace that | was spared. | was so
ashamed of what my life had
W become, and the devil used this
shame to keep a blindfold over my
eyes. | was living in complete
darkness. | felt that maybe | should try
college again, but my parents were still pushing
the idea of Teen Challenge. | was amazed they
were still bringing it up.

In April of 2005, | made the best decision of my
life. | came to Teen Challenge. God has
removed the veil the Devil had placed over my
eyes, and | feel the comfort and peace | was
always looking for. | have been freed from my
alcohol addiction and the anger and bitterness |
was holding onto towards my family. | am
accepted here, and God is mending my
relationship with my family and Him. | have
friends here that truly care about me, and God
has showed me there is purpose in life. My
purpose now is to share the good news of Jesus
Christ and warn others about the dangers of
drugs and alcohol. | have been lifted out of the
garbage | was living in and placed on solid
ground. | am so blessed to have a future with
God. There is freedom in Christ. You just have to
be willing to lay it all down and ask for it!

TEEN CHALLENGE
OF THE MIDLANDS
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