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CONTACT INFORMATION

In 1960, David Wilkerson founded Teen
Challenge in the gritty streets of New York’s ghettos.
He took in the gang members and addicts, show-
ering them in compassion and the teachings of
Jesus Christ. People with no hope, labeled by
society as losers, have been dramatically
changed through the power of the gospel and
now are delivered, free and serving God.

Thanks to David’s vision,
more than 50,000 addicts have
been delivered through Teen
Challenge. It is fitting today, that
we create an inner circle of 
passionate investors to join in
building on David’s vision at
Teen Challenge of the Midlands.

During the past few years, we
have been asking for God’s
blessing to allow us to serve
more students at Teen
Challenge of the Midlands, as
we were certain the need was
present. God provided the 
necessary resources that have
allowed us to nearly double our
student capacity at Colfax.
Concurrently, we have asked God to give us the
additional referrals of men in need of Christ’s
power to break the chains of addiction and sin.
God has answered this request by increasing our
student body by 35-50% over the past 6-8
months, with many of these referrals coming from
the court system. These are men who would be
in jail or prison without the Teen Challenge
option. As we bring more men into our program,
our monthly operating costs for food, staffing and
other supports have jumped by 12-18,000 per
month. Our giving and other fund raising for the
ministry needs to keep pace with these additional

expenses. We prayerfully ask you to consider
leading the way in helping us deliver Teen
Challenge’s impactful discipleship. In the past, you
have demonstrated your support for our ministry
to men that are hurting from the chains of sin and
addiction and we’re asking you to respond again
today! 

Last year, our programs impacted nearly 150
men, ages 18 and up, and their
families at the Colfax and Omaha
centers.

A $1000 investment in Teen
Challenge will underwrite the annual
cost of impacting one student with
the following areas of our disciple-
ship: lecture classes, GED, reading
enhancement, certified construction
classes, hands-on construction
training, personal mentoring, small
groups, prayer ministry, chapel
services, church attendance, 
personal devotions, speakers & 
conferences, work ethic and 
leadership training, and Re-Entry
(where they begin “living out” all
aspects of discipleship).

In addition to the benefit of changing one
man’s life through Teen Challenge discipleship,
Wilkerson Leadership Circle members will receive
a limited edition reproduction of our 
historical mural “Christ Restores Peter” from the
wall of our Colfax Training Center and an invitation
to join the men of Teen Challenge for Saturday
brunch and a chapel recognition service.

If you are interested in leading the way and
would like more information on the David
Wilkerson Leadership Circle, please call Brian
Near at (515) 674-3713. Together, we are making
a difference!



Set Free: A Testimony of God’s Saving Grace
My name is Nathan and I would like to tell you
about how Jesus Christ has changed me from
purposely living a life of sin and darkness to living
a transparent life for Him! When I was five years of
age my family moved to Jefferson City, Missouri,
where I got my first dose of alcohol. My
grandfather would give me swigs of
whiskey when we were out fishing or
hanging out. I really liked being
able to do that because it made
me feel like I was like grandpa.
As a child, I always looked up to
people older than me and liked
to do what they did. Before I
knew it, I was having problems
and conflicts at school because
I only did what I wanted to do.
There were times when I was
put into younger classes
because I was causing too
much trouble in my own.
Countless times I was given
detention and, even worse, suspen-
sion. Around the age of thirteen or
fourteen I was introduced to pot and
found that it went well with alcohol. Almost
instantly I was hooked. There were a lot of areas in
my life where I was hurting and instead of dealing
with them in a truthful way, I decided to cover them
up the best I knew how and act like everything was
great. I was deceived. Instead of working on those
issues, I found comfort in sports, alcohol, drugs,
and friends that I thought were misunderstood
like me, and willing to have a good time in the
same way I did. God continued to try to get my
attention through all of this. At this point, I was
still going to church with my family. Also, I had an
uncle that was into drugs and alcohol and he
came up missing and has been now for many
years. God was trying to show me what was
going to happen to my life if I would not turn from
the idols I was worshipping and back to him. The
scary thing is that the same thing could have and
almost happened to me. Unfortunately, I did not
heed His warnings. Instead, I decided to dive
deeper into the drug world, experimenting with
cocaine and LSD and enjoying how they made
me feel. I was covering up all of the pain that I
was feeling in my life. About this same time, my
father decided that he needed a change in his life

and left my mother for another woman. It totally
devastated our family and destroyed any hopes
for a meaningful relationship of any sorts
between him and the rest of our family. I turned to
what I knew best and that was my partying. I

found comfort in a lot of women and was
opening up my life to more sin. I landed

two DWI’s and was constantly in a
state of delusion. I would steal, sell

drugs, and do whatever it took so
that I could stay messed up. It
wasn’t until I was sitting behind
bars, facing years in prison for
DWI’s, that God took me to the
point of desperation I needed
to say that I was willing to go
to Teen Challenge and give it
a shot. I was not ready,
though. I thought it was a

game that I had to win and that
I could fool everyone like I

thought I had done for so long.
God showed me that the only one I

was fooling was myself. I created
enough problems for myself and was

eventually dismissed from the program. But,
God had started a good work in me and I knew
that I had to come back and finish what I had
started. In between the time that I left Teen
Challenge and then came back, my daughter
was born, and everything in me wanted to stay
and take care of my precious baby girl. But how
was I going to take care of an infant if I could not
even take care of myself? I was also still facing
court for my fourth DWI and as I approached that
day, I asked God to show me if He wanted me to
return to Teen Challenge. He must have wanted
me to go because that is where I sit today with
His plans and purpose in my life instead of my
own. The moment I decided to give it all up and let
Him take over was the best day of my life. I found
out that my problem wasn’t drugs and alcohol. My
problem was that I was addicted to sin. By the
power of the risen Savior, Jesus Christ, the enemy
has been overcome. Only by the grace of God and
the blood of Jesus have we won the battle and
claimed the victory. I give God the glory and the
honor for taking an idiot like me and turning me
into a warrior in His army and servant of His
Kingdom!


